Report Abbi

In the northern part of Tokyo lies a calm place where one can discover the essence of Japan. Just
wandering the narrow streets, walking by Japanese houses and gardens as picked from a Ghibli movie
you feel that you have left the rest of Tokyo and entered a small isolated town.
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Starting with the sweets at Amesaiku,

We enter a small shop which has a small table with a few chairs, it feels really Japanese. There is a
counter with a kitchen behind it and on the walls tigers, elephants, frogs and mermaids are standing on
rows. And they look delicious. This cozy little shop sells lollipops, you may request almost any animal
you can think of. The owner has been educated the art called Amesaiku which can be translated as
“Candy crafting”. He has been studying real animals, their shapes, details and even how they move in
order to make these lollipops. He asks us what we want and Camilla replies that she wants a unicorn.
He starts by taking up a part of a white dew that lies in a hot kettle, he stretches it out and fold it in over
and over again so that it gets the right consistence and shine, then he shapes a ball and puts it on a stick.
And now the craftsmanship starts, he takes a scissor and starts cutting out a shape, the unicorns head is
merging and a beautiful mane, soon the legs and the tail. He cuts, twists and turns the dew and the pink
beautiful unicorn is shaped into a running pose, we
can only admire the result.

The dew has to be very hot while he shapes it, from
the moment he takes it up he have less than three
minutes to finish his work before it gets to stiff to
Mwork with. The Amesaiku has been a long Japanese
tradition and it started as a rod shaped candy you
“could buy when you visited the shrines in old Japan,
it became a success and during the Edo period
Amesaiku artists started to shape the candy into
more complex shapes such as animals and flowers.
It is really interesting to see how the candy ball
becomes an animal, and it tastes really good too. But I don't want to eat it as it is a shame to break such
a beautiful piece of art. I ordered a blue shark and we once more watched him work his way giving it
shape. We thank the owner and leave the cozy little shop to continue our journey on the narrow streets
between Sendagi and Nezu.
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A big building is standing next to a parking
lot, it doesn't look like anything special on
the outside but after walking inside we are
welcomed to a calligraphy class, the Teacher
ekt san has been teaching calligraphy
both in Japan and abroad, she is a very
skillful writer and holds classes here in
elckcioriolicliek . We sit down on tatami in a
room with tables and she hands us paper, ink
brushes and other things necessary for
writing or should I say painting calligraphy.
The Kanji we should paint today is Eien, the
sign for endless, or forever. We learn how to hold the brush right, how to palnt the different strokes
and the teacher correct us afterwards. It is hard to paint in the right way and the Kanji we draw is
chosen as the first one to draw for a special reason, it contains 7 different strokes which are all the
strokes one have to master in order to write any Kanji. After drawing for a while we have a tea break
with the other students, we drink traditional green tea and eat Japanese Sweets and crackers. It is a calm
and peaceful atmosphere in the room and I could sit there paint all day long but as we still have a lot to
see, it is time to move on.
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Walking by what seems like an art gallery with astonishing Japanese art, we decide to enter and have a
look. Inside, Allan West dressed in a kimono 1s welcoming us to the shop. He is a painter who
specializes in creating beautiful sceneries from the Nature. The paintings looks like they are taken from
a book of a famous Japanese artist from the Edo period. They feel truly Japanese and are at the same
time so unique and modern that I can't remember having seen them anywhere else.

Allan West tells us that a large part of his
work are orders made by costumers with a
wide range of requests. His goal is to
satisty the costumers wishes and at the
same time express himself in his paintings.
He shows us some of his drafts, paintings
and tells us how he works. He starts by
having a meeting with the costumer
where they go through what he/she wants
in the picture, then Allan makes a few
drafts of the layout and makes sure that he
has understood the customers wish. When
the final draft is decided he starts to paint.
Creating one painting it is a time
consuming process which can take many
months to complete.

Allan West has since his time in high
school had an interest of the ingredients
used by Japanese artists when painting,
together with an interest for plants and nature this was what first directed him towards Japan. He
graduated from Tokyo University of Arts where he attended all classes in Japanese which is a
remarkable achievement. One day Allan was having conversation with his friend, he mentioned
Tawara-Soutatsu and his friend replied “Tawara, who is that?”” Allan became very surprised, a student
at Tokyo University of Arts who does not know one of the greatest Japanese artists of the Edo period.
Apparently this is not strange in Japan, children at school just learn a little about the great names of
Japanese artists while focusing much more on the European ones. As great as it is that they learn about
foreign history and art, I think it is important for any country to educate children in their own history,
because no one else will do that. Actually I think you should google Tawara-Soutatsu right now and
look at his beautiful art. After looking more at the paintings in his work shop he tells us that many of
the paintings are on exhibition in NARA. It is a little bit to far to go there now but perhaps another time.
It was nice to enjoy his art and I walk out thinking that I should order an Allan West painting some day.
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The narrow streets takes us onward to a small
shop near Tokyo University called ****** here
mr.**** works every day creating samurai goods.
His father, grandfather and so forth have been in
this profession since the days when they were
actually receiving orders by the Shogun of Japan.
Mr. ####5%% makes both replicas for museums and
creates custom made samurai armor for collectors
and others. One of his works, a replica which
stands in the middle of one of his rooms took two
years to build together with his brother. It is
astonishing to hear how he makes an armor. A
samurai suit is mainly build to withstand rains of arrows, the strongest material in such an armor is
dried cow skin, which is a lot harder than one might imagine. We are also taught in how helmets are
made and he even let us try one on, but first we need to but a soft towel on our head as a cushion
because the helmet weights 4 kilos and is made of metal. It feels good to have it on but It must be really
hard to fight in this helmet, I know now that to be a samurai one must have a really strong neck.
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In the same room we also see
stands with miniature helmets
that makes really nice
souvenirs. The interest among §
the Japanese varies and there
are always trends, right now
these small helmets and ;
miniatures are more popular he
tells us.

It is fascinating to see the
armor he has in his shop and |
feel like I would like order
myself a full originally made
samurai armor, but it takes a few years to make and it is pretty expensive. We thank Mr, **#**%* {for
showing us his work and for the interesting history lesson.
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It is raining outside, and there are few places that are as nice as a Sento (Japanese bath) when the rain is
pouring. There is a bath that lies close to Tokyo University and when you come into the bath there is a
large painting that is nice to rest your eyes on while relaxing in the hot water, and it is really hot so
make sure to pour a lot of the water over you before you enter the bath. A great way to relax after a
hard day at school or work.
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After wandering this area for a day I can't help but to think that I want to live here, walk these cozy
streets everyday and enjoy the many small shops and other spots that they offer. Old Japanese homes, a
lot of greenery and a feeling of being far away from both school and work. I strongly recommend you
to come by and see it for yourself. I am sure you will come to like it because there is something in this
place for everyone to enjoy.

—HOZOHMXAZ#HXE ST, 9 LTHIDONAITELRTZW, FBH, BLODHOWWNED 20T, /IS
2R SABDLATEK S THhIZW, EEI XV E L, HWHAZER, bS5 DRk, FIK
NH LGN O bR SN ER, FSAb, TOZFOH TN TATLEZEN, fxBEd Ty, 2
I, FELDRELODMPNH - T, KTHANIELTHEIZ2D, ORI MNETT,



Reporter:

Abbi,

I am a student of Biotechnology at KTH in Sweden and now in Japan as an exchange student at Tokyo
University. I love music, especially artists such as Gackt and Larc en Ciel.

I also like Japanese word games and poems, I went to Kamakura a few months ago and I walked by a
temple, I stepped inside and read a really nice poem which I still remember today.
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a short free translation:
Spend this day being thankful, for even if you complain it will turn out to be the same day.
One day I hope I know Japanese so well that I can write my own texts.

I grew up in Stockholm which is the capitol of Sweden. The winters are long and dark and the summers
bright and warm. There is a lot of beautiful nature and the history of Stockholm can be experienced in
“old town” which is a very unique part in the heart of Stockholm. You may know Sweden through
brands such as Volvo, IKEA and SAAB. And we do have very nice salmon.
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